
The Sassover Rebbe arranged a meeting with his 
bank manager to request that the bank issue 

checkbooks for him that had no name indicating 
who had written the check.

The father was surprised 
at his visitor’s request.

As the man was getting up to leave…

After a long time…

The man waited until the Rebbe left 
and then went down to check...

The Rebbe’s loving heart was surpassed only 
by his generous hand. One time he went to visit 
a needy person who was marrying off a child.

Rabbi, this form 
of charity is such a noble 

idea! I have given my approval. 
After all, there are over 250,000 

pounds* passing through this 
account annually, so your “no-

name” checks will be easily 
identifiable.

I greatly 
appreciate 

your approval. 
Thank you, sir. 

May you be 
blessed!

Here are the keys! 
I just finished 

loading the car!

Hm!

My chasunah present is downstairs. 
Please, can I borrow your car keys? I 

will put it in the boot.*
Rebbe, thank you, but 

please, it is ridiculous for 
the Rebbe to...

Oy! I was so busy 
I didn’t realize, but it’s 

over an hour and a half 
since the Rebbe came. He 

must have walked home with 
my car keys by mistake! 

I’d better go over to his 
house.

There are so many 
needy people. Am I giving enough 

tzedakah? I must keep reminding myself, “Men 
darf nisht zayn git mit yeder EINER, ober men 
darf zein git tzu yeder EINER - One shouldn’t 
be [best] friends with everyone, but must be 
good to everyone. Tzedakah must be given 

to every Jew!

Gevaldig! Here is everything a 
young couple could possibly need 

to start a home. The tzedakah of the 
Rebbe is unbelievable!

*British currency

*trunk, in England

Mitzvah bo yoiser mibishlucho - The 
mitzvah is greater when I do it myself! I 

want to do this mitzvah fully. I insist! I want 
to be the one to put the gift into the car.

Well then, all 
right.

OK... thank 
you!

5670-5763 1910-2003 iuhx t"h

מְחָה יךְ דוֹב זַצַ״ל  ,Rubin was born in Sassov (Galicia, Poland) to the famed Sassover Rebbe ר׳ שִׂ ר׳ חֲנוֹךְ העֶנִׂ
and Rebbetzin דְבוֹרָה זַ״ל. In 1922 the Rebbe, יךְ דוֹב  moved with his family to England and opened ,ר׳ חֲנוֹךְ העֶנִׂ
a ׁדְרָש ית מִׂ פְטָר in Whitechapel (London’s East End). When his father was בֵּ ר׳  suddenly in 1929, young נִׂ
מְחָה מְחָה ,became the Rebbe. In 1930 שִׂ  Heschel of Lvov, a descendant ר׳ דוֹב married the daughter of ר׳ שִׂ
of the ל שְרָאֵּ ב יִׂ ר׳  ,During WWII, by which time he had moved from Whitechapel to Golders Green .אוֹהֵּ
מְחָה  opened his home to child refugees and arranged for hundreds of children to stay in kosher שִׂ
hostels. מְחָה  in many Jewish old-age and כַשְׁרוּת also introduced and strengthened standards of ר׳ שִׂ
nursing homes, and arranged kosher food for Jewish patients in state facilities. מְחָה  was a great ר׳ שִׂ
יד חָכָם ב but like his ancestor ,תַלְמִׂ  who was known as “the father of widows and orphans,” he ,ר׳ מֹשֶׁה לײֵּ
was most renowned for his ל שְרָאֵּ  towards people from all different types of backgrounds אַהֲבַת יִׂ

and for his acts of great חֶסֶד.  

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 and יַעֲקֹב born in Grieve, Poland, to ,זַצַ״ל Lopian ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ
 chose to remain in Lomza when his family emigrated ,פרײֵדָא
to the US in 1883. Later on, he travelled to Kelm to learn 

under דעֶר אַלטר מ׳קעֶלם. At age 23, he married שָרָה לֵאָה Rottman and then 
returned to Kelm. He founded a יְשִיבָה קְטַנָה and learned בְחַבְרֻתָא with  ר׳ צְבִי
 of ראֹש יְשִיבָה In 1928, he moved to England to serve as .זַצַ״ל Broide הִירְש
חֲזוֹן  to retire; however, the אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל At 76, he emigrated to .יְשִיבַת עֵץ חַיִים
כְפַר  in יְשִיבָה כְנֶסֶת חִזְקִיָהוּ in מַשְגִיחַ רוּחָנִי persuaded him to become the אִיש
אַהֲבַת with בָחוּרִים imbued the דְרָשוֹת  For the next 20 years, his fiery .חֲסִידִים
 ,דְרָשוֹת is a collection of his ,לֵב אֵלִיָהוּ ,סֵפֶר The .יִרְאַת שָמַיִם and יִשְרָאֵל 
written by תַלְמִידִים, and is a classic in the מוּסָר world. 

 כ׳ אלול
5632 – 5730 
1872 – 1970 

R' Leib Gurwitz יבָה  ,זַצַ״ל  ,of Gateshead ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
and his Rebbitzen ע״ה were once seated on 
a plane next to an elderly gentleman. After 
his introductions, the man told the 
Rebbitzen that he could never forgive her 
saintly father, R' Elya Lopian זַצַ״ל. He 
explained, “After the war, I tried to live 
my life as an unobservant Jew. As a young 
 ’however, I once heard a ‘schmooze ,בָחוּר
from your father about living for עוֹלָם הַבָא. 
Since that time, I never fully enjoyed my עוֹלָם הַזֶה, 
however hard I tried!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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רָאֵל   ךָ יִשְׁ ךָ מִן הַשָמַיִם וּבָרֵךְ אֶת עַמְׁ שְׁ עוֹן קָדְׁ קִיפָה מִמְׁ בָרִים כו:טו(… הַשְׁ )דְׁ  
 Look down from Your holy abode, from the heavens, and 
bless Your people, Israel … 
 The רָש קִיפָה tells us that the word מִדְׁ  look down, always ,הַשְׁ
has negative meaning — to cast an עַיִן הָרַע, hostile eye, on some 
person or object, as we see from the מוֹת י״ד:כ״ד) פָסוּק קֵף ה׳ אֶל  (שְׁ וַיַשְׁ

רַיִם  …וַיָהָם … מַחֲנֵה מִצְׁ  looked down at the camp of Egypt … and ה׳ — 
he confounded them … Our פָסוּק is the only exception to this rule. Here 
it is used to express ה׳’s looking down at us from above in order to 
bless us. The רָש  as פָסוּק explains the important message of the מִדְׁ
follows: The act of giving דָקָה  is so powerful that it can even צְׁ
transform [ד׳’s] מִדַת הַדִין, strict judgement, into מִדַת הָרַחֲמִים, mercy. 
This can be seen by the word קִיפָה  which usually has a negative ,הַשְׁ
connotation. In this instance, where we are discussing דָקָה  where ,צְׁ
the people do the וָה וִיִים to the מַעֲשֵר of giving their מִצְׁ  and to the לְׁ
poor, it is transformed into a pleasant word. 
 The תַב סוֹפֵר  asks an interesting question, in the name of his כְׁ
father, the חֲתַם סוֹפֵר. Why does the תּוֹרָה use a negative-sounding 
word by the giving of דָקָה  in the first place, only to explain that it צְׁ
really has a positive meaning by adding the words and bless Your 
people? It would have been much simpler to just use the word הַבִיטָה, 
look, which has no negative overtones at all, from the outset! 
 The תַב סוֹפֵר  answers that being wealthy and having כְׁ
material blessing does not always have a positive influence on a 

person’s life. The more material reward one receives for his deeds in 
 .עוֹלָם הַבָא the less the spiritual reward will remain for him in ,עוֹלָם הַזֶה
Furthermore, wealth can sometimes lead a person to sin. 
Unfortunately, one can forget the source from where his wealth 
originated. The תּוֹרָה itself testifies:  עָט רוּן וַיִבְׁ שֻׁ מַן יְׁ וַיִטֹּש אֱלוֹקַ עָשָהוּ… וַיִשְׁ  
— Jeshurun (רָאֵל רָאֵל) grew fat and rebelled … and it (יִשְׁ  ,ה׳ deserted (יִשְׁ
its maker” (בָרִים ל״ב:ט״ו ךָ  :and ,(דְׁ תָּ וּבָתִּים טֹּבִים … הִשָמֶר לְׁ שָבָעְׁ ֹּאכַל וְׁ פֶן תּ
תָּ. יָשָבְׁ נֶה וְׁ  Take care … lest you eat and be satisfied, and build good — תִּבְׁ
houses and occupy them.  ְבֶה לָך זָהָב יִרְׁ כֶסֶף וְׁ יֻׁן וְׁ בְׁ ךָ יִרְׁ ֹּאנְׁ צ ךָ וְׁ קָרְׁ …וּבְׁ  — and 
your cattle and flocks increase, and you amass silver and gold …  רָם וְׁ
תָּ אֶת ה׳ אֱלֹקֶיךָ שָכַחְׁ בָבֶךָ וְׁ  and your heart becomes haughty and you — לְׁ
forget תָּ  … ה׳ אָמַרְׁ עֹּצֶם יָדִי עָשָה לִי אֶת הַחַיִל הַזֶה… וְׁ כֹּחִי וְׁ  and you say in 
your heart, ‘My own strength and the power of my hands earned me all 
this wealth! (ibid, י״ד, י״ז-ח:י״א ).  
 It is only when a person uses his money and resources for 
the service of ה׳ — through giving דָקָה  ,study תּוֹרָה supporting ,צְׁ
helping the needy, etc. — that his wealth can be a source of true, 
eternal blessing and will forever remain with him in עוֹלָם הַבָא.  
 This, explains the תַב סוֹפֵר  uses the word תּוֹרָה is why the ,כְׁ
קִיפָה  for riches can sometimes be negative. It only turns into a true ;הַשְׁ
רָכָה דָקָה through the giving of בְׁ  then the negative aspects ;מַעֲשֵר and צְׁ
of wealth are transformed into an everlasting reward and the ultimate 
רָכָה  .בְׁ

Adapted from: R' Sonnenfeld on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

אֵינְךָ כְפוּי טוֹבָה… וְאָמַרְתָ אֵלָיו …  )דְבָרִים כב:א(…  שֶׁ  
… And you shall say to him …[To show] that you are not 
unapprecative (רַשִ״י)  
 The ְחִנּוּך explains that one of the fundamental ways a 
person will merit to receive בְרָכָה, blessings, in his life, is through 
thanking ד׳ and expressing  recognition for all the good ד׳ has done to 
him. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Yosef Attias has a special picture he treasures. Taken in 
January, 2000, it is a picture of ְרַב שַך sitting in a wheelchair, head 
facing the floor, with Yosef’s fingers clutched in his hand. The picture 
stirs memories—and a lot of feeling. But mostly, to Yosef, it is a 
lesson in הַכָרַת הַטוֹב. 
 During a visit to בְנֵי בְרַק, he and R’ Benaim were descending 
the long staircase from Yeshivas Ponovezh, when they saw ְרַב שַך 
coming their way. R’ Benaim ran down the stairs to greet the  ראֹש
 and escort him up the stairs. Yosef Attias stood aside to allow יְשִיבָה
the two גְדוֹלִים to pass by, and then he followed close behind ְרַב שַך, 
eyes on his feet as he listened to the exchange one step above him. 
 Suddenly, Yosef heard a loud CLAP! His eyes automatically 
snapped forward—and he saw ְרַב שַך’s figure tipping backwards! 
Instinctively, his arms shot out. He grasped the ראֹש יְשִיבָה’s arm and 
righted him back on his feet. Steadied, ְרַב שַך turned to give Yosef his 
heartfelt blessing for his assistance. 
 By the time the group had reached the יְשִיבָה, Yosef had 
already forgotten the small incident on the steps. They bid farewell to 
 and descended the steps into the waiting taxi. They reached רַב שַךְ
Ramot where R’ Benaim got off. Then the taxi proceeded to the 
Attiases’ hotel to drop off Yosef and his wife. The driver rushed to 
open the car door. Puzzled at this uncharacteristic behavior, Yosef 
returned the driver’s reverent handshake. Then the driver lifted 
Yosef’s hands to his lips and kissed it! Now Yosef could not hold 
himself back. “What was that for? Why all the honor?” 

 “The hand that saved ְרַב שַך’s life? Such a hand I shouldn’t 
kiss?” 
 “Saved ְרַב שַך’s life? What are you talking about? I just went 
to get a בְרָכָה from him!” Confused, Yosef listened intently as the 
driver reviewed the episode that the children had told him. From 
then on, he felt a special connection with ְרַב שַך. Ponovezh was one of 
the regular stops Yosef made on every visit to ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶׁ  רַב שַךְ and ,אֶׁ
had a special place in his heart for Yosef as well. Unlike Yosef, ְרַב שַך 
recognized immediately that ד׳ had sent a messenger, Yosef Attias, to  
prevent  him  from  toppling  down  the  hard  stone steps. In an 
extraordinary show of רַב שַךְ ,הַכָרַת הַטוֹב rose from his chair every 
time Yosef entered the room during his regular visits. 
 Yosef’s visit with the ראֹש יְשִיבָה during the last year of his 
life was most memorable. When Yosef asked the male nurse who 
attended him, “Could I see the ראֹש יְשִיבָה?”, the nurse laughed at the 
request. “You have to understand — ְרַב שַך is in no condition for 
visitors. He can’t see, and he has not been communicating with 
anyone.” 
 Yosef persisted. “I have a special relationship with ְרַב שַך. I 
just want to see him.” 
 “Okay,” the nurse relented. “But he’s not going to 
respond.” 
 The ראֹש יְשִיבָה was immobile, confined to a wheelchair with 
his head drooped down. Yosef slowly approached ְרַב שַך as the nurse 
whispered into ְרַב שַך’s ear, informing him that Yosef was here to visit 
him. To the great surprise of the nurse, ְרַב שַך immediately opened his 
eyes. He motioned with his fingers toward Yosef’s hand. With a smile, 
he grasped Yosef’s hand and moved his lips in an attempt to speak. 
 “I must go and get the camera! He hasn’t been responding 
like this!”, the nurse gasped. Yosef’s eyes filled with tears as the 
shocked nurse returned and snapped the shot. For Yosef Attias, ְרַב שַך 
could respond. הַכָרַת הַטוֹב had surpassed the laws of nature. 

Adapted from: Visions of Greatness (with kind permission from CIS) 
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חלק א׳ פרק ז׳:ז׳  -ספר אהבת חסד   
*It is important to be aware that the restrictions regarding a כּוֹן  ,מַשְׁ
collateral, apply only when the כּוֹן  is not taken at the time the loan מַשְׁ
was given. However, when a loan is initiated, the lender may take the 
כּוֹן  from the borrower in his home and is even permitted to take מַשְׁ
food preparation utensils since the borrower himself agrees to these 
terms of the loan. If the borrower asks the lender to enter his home to 
collect the כּוֹן  the lender may do so, but he may not pick anything ,מַשְׁ
and must accept whatever the borrower offers as a כּוֹן  .מַשְׁ
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
In summary: The הֲלָכוֹת of the אִסּוּר of taking a כּוֹן מָנָה from an מַשְׁ  widow, or of taking a ,אַלְׁ
utensil which is used in the preparation of food or going into the home of the borrower to 
collect כּוֹן כּוֹן are not applicable if the מַשְׁ  was agreed upon at the time of the loan and מַשְׁ
the borrower gives the item to the lender. 

• The words of סְלִיחוֹת should not be said in a hurry; rather, 
it is preferable to say a few סְלִיחוֹת slowly and with 
understanding than to rush through the entire סְלִיחוֹת.  

• The רֵי תְשוּבָה עַׁ  to say the words of אָסוּר explains that it is שַׁ
the י״ג מִדּוֹת without fully concentrating on what one is 
saying. 

1. The סוּקִים  corresponding to 11 of the ,אֲרוּרִים list 11 specific פְּ
בָטִים בֶט Which .שְּ  ?Why ?מֹשֶה was deliberately left out by שֵׁ

2. How do we know that it can take forty years for a student to 
truly appreciate and understand his רֶבִי? 

ְּעוֹן did not have it in his heart to bless מֹשֶה .1  before his death; therefore, he did שִמ
not want a curse to correspond to his ֵׁבֶט ָּתֶר) ש ֵּהוּ בַס ֵּע  .(27:24 — ד״ה מַכֵּה ר

2. The (29:3) פָסוּק that starts ָּדַעַת ֵּב ל ָּכֶם ל עַד הַיּוֹם  ends with the words  וְלאֹ נָּתַן ה׳ ל
 explains: a person does not fully assimilate his teacher’s ways of רַשִ״י .הַזֶה
thinking until 40 years later (ָּּבֹאו  .(29:6 — ד״ה וַת
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Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

R' Shalom Schwadron זַצַ״ל came to his י מֻבְהָק  R' Elya Lopian ,רֶבִּ
ם and תּוֹרָה to discuss growth in ,זַצַ״ל רְאַת שָמַיִּ  During their .יִּ
discussion, R' Shalom began crying. He realized how far away 
he was from where he could be. R' Elya took a soft hold of his 
יד ר׳ שָלוֹם, ר׳ שָלוֹם, אוֹיב מײַן באָרד װאָלט " ,s beard and sang'תַּלְמִּ

י דײַן  …געֶװעֶן אַזוֹי שװאַרץ װִּ  — If my beard would be as black as 
yours …" R' Shalom relaxed. He heard his י  s message — he'רֶבִּ
was young and still had the opportunity to change. 

Source: Heard from a יד  of Gateshead תַּלְמִּ

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Near R' Elya Lopian’s 
״ל צַּ  home in London, there lived זַּ
a widow and her orphaned 
children. No matter how heavily 
involved R' Elya was in his daily 
responsibilities for his family and 
 he always found time for ,יְשִיבָה
her. In fact, R' Elya had left 
instructions that whenever she 
came, she was to be shown in 
immediately. 
 When the Nazi war 
machine began its 
’blitzkreig’ (heavy blanket 
bombing) against London during 
World War II, terror reigned 
throughout the city. Casualties 
were everywhere. 
 Early one Sunday 
morning, the widow came to R' 
Elya’s home in great anguish. As 
always, she was immediately 
escorted in. 
 “There is a ship leaving 
Wednesday to South Africa,” she 
began. “Shall I arrange passage 
for myself and my children, in the 
hopes of saving our live? Who 
knows when we will all be killed?” 
 R' Elya’s answer was out 
of character, “I’m really sorry,” he 
told her, “I don’t have time to 
address this. Please come back 
later!” 
 Several hours later the 

widow returned and was ushered 
in. R' Elya explained that he was 
busy preparing a שִעוּר and to 
come back later. She came twice 
more that day and 5 times the 
following day. Each time R' Elya 
couldn’t find time to discuss the 
matter. She finally gave up on the 
idea, for she would never leave 
without his permission. 
 On Thursday, all of 
England learned that the ship had 
been sunk by a German U-boat 
and there were no survivors. The 
widow, Rebbetzin Sternbuch, 
raised each one of her nine 
children to become exceptional 
 to have זוֹכֶה and she was בְנֵי תוֹרָה
רְבִיצֵי תוֹרָה of דוֹרוֹת  .מַּ
Interestingly, her son, ר׳ מֹשֶה 
Sternbuch לִיטָ״א ראב״ד עֵדָה  ,שַּ
רֵדִית יִם of  חַּ  lived in South יְרוּשָלַּ
Africa and headed the קְהִלָה for 
many years.   
 My לְמִיד  although she ,תַּ
never realized it, each time the 
 returned, R' Elya was אַלְמָנָה
building her זָכֻיּוֹת with her  ת אֱמוּנַּ
 'Maybe, just maybe, R .חֲכָמִים
Elya’s responses were not so 
uncharacteristic after all… he was 
trying to save an אַלְמָנָה and 
 !יְתוֹמִים

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                   ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: Reb Elyah - Rabbi D.J. Schlossberg  
(with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Understanding
Davening

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

Learning Program
Erev Shabbos

הִלִים כ״ז) … לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
ר וִיפֵחַ חָמָס. קֶׁ  for [my … כִי קָמוּ בִי עֵדֵי שֶׁ
enemies] have arisen against me false 

witnesses who breathe violence.   
The current state of affairs in the UN bears 
testimony to the timelessness of ְדָוִד הַמֶלֶך's 
words. Throughout the generations our 
enemies have made up false stories in order 
to arouse violence against רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  R' Pam .כְּ
 gave his insight behind the creation of זַצַ״ל
the UN )United Nations( that was formed in 
1945 after WWII. חֲזַ״ל tell us that at the 
time of  ַמָשִיח, the nations of the world will 
all try to claim that everything they 
developed was for רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  ד׳ .s benefit'כְּ
will show each nation the records of their 
decrees against  רָאֵל נֵי יִשְּ בְּ הִלִים ז:י״א ( ע' תְּ
 'R' Pam explained that the 'official .)ורַשִ״י שָם
record of the 193 member nations are 
recorded in the UN.  

Ingrained Thanks

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

אֵינְךָ כְפוּי טוֹבָה… וְאָמַרְתָ אֵלָיו …  )דְבָרִים כב:א(…  שֶׁ  
… And you shall say to him …[To show] that you are not 
unapprecative (רַשִ״י)  
 The ְחִנּוּך explains that one of the fundamental ways a 
person will merit to receive בְרָכָה, blessings, in his life, is through 
thanking ד׳ and expressing  recognition for all the good ד׳ has done to 
him. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Yosef Attias has a special picture he treasures. Taken in 
January, 2000, it is a picture of ְרַב שַך sitting in a wheelchair, head 
facing the floor, with Yosef’s fingers clutched in his hand. The picture 
stirs memories—and a lot of feeling. But mostly, to Yosef, it is a 
lesson in הַכָרַת הַטוֹב. 
 During a visit to בְנֵי בְרַק, he and R’ Benaim were descending 
the long staircase from Yeshivas Ponovezh, when they saw ְרַב שַך 
coming their way. R’ Benaim ran down the stairs to greet the  ראֹש
 and escort him up the stairs. Yosef Attias stood aside to allow יְשִיבָה
the two גְדוֹלִים to pass by, and then he followed close behind ְרַב שַך, 
eyes on his feet as he listened to the exchange one step above him. 
 Suddenly, Yosef heard a loud CLAP! His eyes automatically 
snapped forward—and he saw ְרַב שַך’s figure tipping backwards! 
Instinctively, his arms shot out. He grasped the ראֹש יְשִיבָה’s arm and 
righted him back on his feet. Steadied, ְרַב שַך turned to give Yosef his 
heartfelt blessing for his assistance. 
 By the time the group had reached the יְשִיבָה, Yosef had 
already forgotten the small incident on the steps. They bid farewell to 
 and descended the steps into the waiting taxi. They reached רַב שַךְ
Ramot where R’ Benaim got off. Then the taxi proceeded to the 
Attiases’ hotel to drop off Yosef and his wife. The driver rushed to 
open the car door. Puzzled at this uncharacteristic behavior, Yosef 
returned the driver’s reverent handshake. Then the driver lifted 
Yosef’s hands to his lips and kissed it! Now Yosef could not hold 
himself back. “What was that for? Why all the honor?” 

 “The hand that saved ְרַב שַך’s life? Such a hand I shouldn’t 
kiss?” 
 “Saved ְרַב שַך’s life? What are you talking about? I just went 
to get a בְרָכָה from him!” Confused, Yosef listened intently as the 
driver reviewed the episode that the children had told him. From 
then on, he felt a special connection with ְרַב שַך. Ponovezh was one of 
the regular stops Yosef made on every visit to ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶׁ  רַב שַךְ and ,אֶׁ
had a special place in his heart for Yosef as well. Unlike Yosef, ְרַב שַך 
recognized immediately that ד׳ had sent a messenger, Yosef Attias, to  
prevent  him  from  toppling  down  the  hard  stone steps. In an 
extraordinary show of רַב שַךְ ,הַכָרַת הַטוֹב rose from his chair every 
time Yosef entered the room during his regular visits. 
 Yosef’s visit with the ראֹש יְשִיבָה during the last year of his 
life was most memorable. When Yosef asked the male nurse who 
attended him, “Could I see the ראֹש יְשִיבָה?”, the nurse laughed at the 
request. “You have to understand — ְרַב שַך is in no condition for 
visitors. He can’t see, and he has not been communicating with 
anyone.” 
 Yosef persisted. “I have a special relationship with ְרַב שַך. I 
just want to see him.” 
 “Okay,” the nurse relented. “But he’s not going to 
respond.” 
 The ראֹש יְשִיבָה was immobile, confined to a wheelchair with 
his head drooped down. Yosef slowly approached ְרַב שַך as the nurse 
whispered into ְרַב שַך’s ear, informing him that Yosef was here to visit 
him. To the great surprise of the nurse, ְרַב שַך immediately opened his 
eyes. He motioned with his fingers toward Yosef’s hand. With a smile, 
he grasped Yosef’s hand and moved his lips in an attempt to speak. 
 “I must go and get the camera! He hasn’t been responding 
like this!”, the nurse gasped. Yosef’s eyes filled with tears as the 
shocked nurse returned and snapped the shot. For Yosef Attias, ְרַב שַך 
could respond. הַכָרַת הַטוֹב had surpassed the laws of nature. 

Adapted from: Visions of Greatness (with kind permission from CIS) 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
 אֶלווּל

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

חלק א׳ פרק ז׳:ז׳  -ספר אהבת חסד   
*It is important to be aware that the restrictions regarding a כּוֹן  ,מַשְׁ
collateral, apply only when the כּוֹן  is not taken at the time the loan מַשְׁ
was given. However, when a loan is initiated, the lender may take the 
כּוֹן  from the borrower in his home and is even permitted to take מַשְׁ
food preparation utensils since the borrower himself agrees to these 
terms of the loan. If the borrower asks the lender to enter his home to 
collect the כּוֹן  the lender may do so, but he may not pick anything ,מַשְׁ
and must accept whatever the borrower offers as a כּוֹן  .מַשְׁ
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  
In summary: The הֲלָכוֹת of the אִסּוּר of taking a כּוֹן מָנָה from an מַשְׁ  widow, or of taking a ,אַלְׁ
utensil which is used in the preparation of food or going into the home of the borrower to 
collect כּוֹן כּוֹן are not applicable if the מַשְׁ  was agreed upon at the time of the loan and מַשְׁ
the borrower gives the item to the lender. 

• The words of סְלִיחוֹת should not be said in a hurry; rather, 
it is preferable to say a few סְלִיחוֹת slowly and with 
understanding than to rush through the entire סְלִיחוֹת.  

• The רֵי תְשוּבָה עַׁ  to say the words of אָסוּר explains that it is שַׁ
the י״ג מִדּוֹת without fully concentrating on what one is 
saying. 

1. The סוּקִים  corresponding to 11 of the ,אֲרוּרִים list 11 specific פְּ
בָטִים בֶט Which .שְּ  ?Why ?מֹשֶה was deliberately left out by שֵׁ

2. How do we know that it can take forty years for a student to 
truly appreciate and understand his רֶבִי? 

ְּעוֹן did not have it in his heart to bless מֹשֶה .1  before his death; therefore, he did שִמ
not want a curse to correspond to his ֵׁבֶט ָּתֶר) ש ֵּהוּ בַס ֵּע  .(27:24 — ד״ה מַכֵּה ר

2. The (29:3) פָסוּק that starts ָּדַעַת ֵּב ל ָּכֶם ל עַד הַיּוֹם  ends with the words  וְלאֹ נָּתַן ה׳ ל
 explains: a person does not fully assimilate his teacher’s ways of רַשִ״י .הַזֶה
thinking until 40 years later (ָּּבֹאו  .(29:6 — ד״ה וַת

1. The סוּקִים  corresponding to 11 of the ,אֲרוּרִים list 11 specific פְּ
בָטִים בֶט Which .שְּ  ?Why ?מֹשֶה was deliberately left out by שֵׁ

2. How do we know that it can take forty years for a student to 
truly appreciate and understand his רֶבִי? 

ְּעוֹן did not have it in his heart to bless מֹשֶה .1  before his death; therefore, he did שִמ
not want a curse to correspond to his ֵׁבֶט ָּתֶר) ש ֵּהוּ בַס ֵּע  .(27:24 — ד״ה מַכֵּה ר

2. The (29:3) פָסוּק that starts ָּדַעַת ֵּב ל ָּכֶם ל עַד הַיּוֹם  ends with the words  וְלאֹ נָּתַן ה׳ ל
 explains: a person does not fully assimilate his teacher’s ways of רַשִ״י .הַזֶה
thinking until 40 years later (ָּּבֹאו  .(29:6 — ד״ה וַת

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

R' Shalom Schwadron זַצַ״ל came to his י מֻבְהָק  R' Elya Lopian ,רֶבִּ
ם and תּוֹרָה to discuss growth in ,זַצַ״ל רְאַת שָמַיִּ  During their .יִּ
discussion, R' Shalom began crying. He realized how far away 
he was from where he could be. R' Elya took a soft hold of his 
יד ר׳ שָלוֹם, ר׳ שָלוֹם, אוֹיב מײַן באָרד װאָלט " ,s beard and sang'תַּלְמִּ

י דײַן  …געֶװעֶן אַזוֹי שװאַרץ װִּ  — If my beard would be as black as 
yours …" R' Shalom relaxed. He heard his י  s message — he'רֶבִּ
was young and still had the opportunity to change. 

Source: Heard from a יד  of Gateshead תַּלְמִּ

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Near R' Elya Lopian’s 
״ל צַּ  home in London, there lived זַּ
a widow and her orphaned 
children. No matter how heavily 
involved R' Elya was in his daily 
responsibilities for his family and 
 he always found time for ,יְשִיבָה
her. In fact, R' Elya had left 
instructions that whenever she 
came, she was to be shown in 
immediately. 
 When the Nazi war 
machine began its 
’blitzkreig’ (heavy blanket 
bombing) against London during 
World War II, terror reigned 
throughout the city. Casualties 
were everywhere. 
 Early one Sunday 
morning, the widow came to R' 
Elya’s home in great anguish. As 
always, she was immediately 
escorted in. 
 “There is a ship leaving 
Wednesday to South Africa,” she 
began. “Shall I arrange passage 
for myself and my children, in the 
hopes of saving our live? Who 
knows when we will all be killed?” 
 R' Elya’s answer was out 
of character, “I’m really sorry,” he 
told her, “I don’t have time to 
address this. Please come back 
later!” 
 Several hours later the 

widow returned and was ushered 
in. R' Elya explained that he was 
busy preparing a שִעוּר and to 
come back later. She came twice 
more that day and 5 times the 
following day. Each time R' Elya 
couldn’t find time to discuss the 
matter. She finally gave up on the 
idea, for she would never leave 
without his permission. 
 On Thursday, all of 
England learned that the ship had 
been sunk by a German U-boat 
and there were no survivors. The 
widow, Rebbetzin Sternbuch, 
raised each one of her nine 
children to become exceptional 
 to have זוֹכֶה and she was בְנֵי תוֹרָה
רְבִיצֵי תוֹרָה of דוֹרוֹת  .מַּ
Interestingly, her son, ר׳ מֹשֶה 
Sternbuch לִיטָ״א ראב״ד עֵדָה  ,שַּ
רֵדִית יִם of  חַּ  lived in South יְרוּשָלַּ
Africa and headed the קְהִלָה for 
many years.   
 My לְמִיד  although she ,תַּ
never realized it, each time the 
 returned, R' Elya was אַלְמָנָה
building her זָכֻיּוֹת with her  ת אֱמוּנַּ
 'Maybe, just maybe, R .חֲכָמִים
Elya’s responses were not so 
uncharacteristic after all… he was 
trying to save an אַלְמָנָה and 
 !יְתוֹמִים

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                   ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: Reb Elyah - Rabbi D.J. Schlossberg  
(with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Understanding
Davening

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn on 
the phone, and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

Learning Program
Erev Shabbos

הִלִים כ״ז) … לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
ר וִיפֵחַ חָמָס. קֶׁ  for [my … כִי קָמוּ בִי עֵדֵי שֶׁ
enemies] have arisen against me false 

witnesses who breathe violence.   
The current state of affairs in the UN bears 
testimony to the timelessness of ְדָוִד הַמֶלֶך's 
words. Throughout the generations our 
enemies have made up false stories in order 
to arouse violence against רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  R' Pam .כְּ
 gave his insight behind the creation of זַצַ״ל
the UN )United Nations( that was formed in 
1945 after WWII. חֲזַ״ל tell us that at the 
time of  ַמָשִיח, the nations of the world will 
all try to claim that everything they 
developed was for רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  ד׳ .s benefit'כְּ
will show each nation the records of their 
decrees against  רָאֵל נֵי יִשְּ בְּ הִלִים ז:י״א ( ע' תְּ
 'R' Pam explained that the 'official .)ורַשִ״י שָם
record of the 193 member nations are 
recorded in the UN.  

Ingrained Thanks
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The Sassover Rebbe arranged a meeting with his 
bank manager to request that the bank issue 

checkbooks for him that had no name indicating 
who had written the check.

The father was surprised 
at his visitor’s request.

As the man was getting up to leave…

After a long time…

The man waited until the Rebbe left 
and then went down to check...

The Rebbe’s loving heart was surpassed only 
by his generous hand. One time he went to visit 
a needy person who was marrying off a child.

Rabbi, this form 
of charity is such a noble 

idea! I have given my approval. 
After all, there are over 250,000 

pounds* passing through this 
account annually, so your “no-

name” checks will be easily 
identifiable.

I greatly 
appreciate 

your approval. 
Thank you, sir. 

May you be 
blessed!

Here are the keys! 
I just finished 

loading the car!

Hm!

My chasunah present is downstairs. 
Please, can I borrow your car keys? I 

will put it in the boot.*
Rebbe, thank you, but 

please, it is ridiculous for 
the Rebbe to...

Oy! I was so busy 
I didn’t realize, but it’s 

over an hour and a half 
since the Rebbe came. He 

must have walked home with 
my car keys by mistake! 

I’d better go over to his 
house.

There are so many 
needy people. Am I giving enough 

tzedakah? I must keep reminding myself, “Men 
darf nisht zayn git mit yeder EINER, ober men 
darf zein git tzu yeder EINER - One shouldn’t 
be [best] friends with everyone, but must be 
good to everyone. Tzedakah must be given 

to every Jew!

Gevaldig! Here is everything a 
young couple could possibly need 

to start a home. The tzedakah of the 
Rebbe is unbelievable!

*British currency

*trunk, in England

Mitzvah bo yoiser mibishlucho - The 
mitzvah is greater when I do it myself! I 

want to do this mitzvah fully. I insist! I want 
to be the one to put the gift into the car.

Well then, all 
right.

OK... thank 
you!

5670-5763 1910-2003 iuhx t"h

מְחָה יךְ דוֹב זַצַ״ל  ,Rubin was born in Sassov (Galicia, Poland) to the famed Sassover Rebbe ר׳ שִׂ ר׳ חֲנוֹךְ העֶנִׂ
and Rebbetzin דְבוֹרָה זַ״ל. In 1922 the Rebbe, יךְ דוֹב  moved with his family to England and opened ,ר׳ חֲנוֹךְ העֶנִׂ
a ׁדְרָש ית מִׂ פְטָר in Whitechapel (London’s East End). When his father was בֵּ ר׳  suddenly in 1929, young נִׂ
מְחָה מְחָה ,became the Rebbe. In 1930 שִׂ  Heschel of Lvov, a descendant ר׳ דוֹב married the daughter of ר׳ שִׂ
of the ל שְרָאֵּ ב יִׂ ר׳  ,During WWII, by which time he had moved from Whitechapel to Golders Green .אוֹהֵּ
מְחָה  opened his home to child refugees and arranged for hundreds of children to stay in kosher שִׂ
hostels. מְחָה  in many Jewish old-age and כַשְׁרוּת also introduced and strengthened standards of ר׳ שִׂ
nursing homes, and arranged kosher food for Jewish patients in state facilities. מְחָה  was a great ר׳ שִׂ
יד חָכָם ב but like his ancestor ,תַלְמִׂ  who was known as “the father of widows and orphans,” he ,ר׳ מֹשֶׁה לײֵּ
was most renowned for his ל שְרָאֵּ  towards people from all different types of backgrounds אַהֲבַת יִׂ

and for his acts of great חֶסֶד.  

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 and יַעֲקֹב born in Grieve, Poland, to ,זַצַ״ל Lopian ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ
 chose to remain in Lomza when his family emigrated ,פרײֵדָא
to the US in 1883. Later on, he travelled to Kelm to learn 

under דעֶר אַלטר מ׳קעֶלם. At age 23, he married שָרָה לֵאָה Rottman and then 
returned to Kelm. He founded a יְשִיבָה קְטַנָה and learned בְחַבְרֻתָא with  ר׳ צְבִי
 of ראֹש יְשִיבָה In 1928, he moved to England to serve as .זַצַ״ל Broide הִירְש
חֲזוֹן  to retire; however, the אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל At 76, he emigrated to .יְשִיבַת עֵץ חַיִים
כְפַר  in יְשִיבָה כְנֶסֶת חִזְקִיָהוּ in מַשְגִיחַ רוּחָנִי persuaded him to become the אִיש
אַהֲבַת with בָחוּרִים imbued the דְרָשוֹת  For the next 20 years, his fiery .חֲסִידִים
 ,דְרָשוֹת is a collection of his ,לֵב אֵלִיָהוּ ,סֵפֶר The .יִרְאַת שָמַיִם and יִשְרָאֵל 
written by תַלְמִידִים, and is a classic in the מוּסָר world. 

 כ׳ אלול
5632 – 5730 
1872 – 1970 

R' Leib Gurwitz יבָה  ,זַצַ״ל  ,of Gateshead ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
and his Rebbitzen ע״ה were once seated on 
a plane next to an elderly gentleman. After 
his introductions, the man told the 
Rebbitzen that he could never forgive her 
saintly father, R' Elya Lopian זַצַ״ל. He 
explained, “After the war, I tried to live 
my life as an unobservant Jew. As a young 
 ’however, I once heard a ‘schmooze ,בָחוּר
from your father about living for עוֹלָם הַבָא. 
Since that time, I never fully enjoyed my עוֹלָם הַזֶה, 
however hard I tried!” 
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רָאֵל   ךָ יִשְׁ ךָ מִן הַשָמַיִם וּבָרֵךְ אֶת עַמְׁ שְׁ עוֹן קָדְׁ קִיפָה מִמְׁ בָרִים כו:טו(… הַשְׁ )דְׁ  
 Look down from Your holy abode, from the heavens, and 
bless Your people, Israel … 
 The רָש קִיפָה tells us that the word מִדְׁ  look down, always ,הַשְׁ
has negative meaning — to cast an עַיִן הָרַע, hostile eye, on some 
person or object, as we see from the מוֹת י״ד:כ״ד) פָסוּק קֵף ה׳ אֶל  (שְׁ וַיַשְׁ

רַיִם  …וַיָהָם … מַחֲנֵה מִצְׁ  looked down at the camp of Egypt … and ה׳ — 
he confounded them … Our פָסוּק is the only exception to this rule. Here 
it is used to express ה׳’s looking down at us from above in order to 
bless us. The רָש  as פָסוּק explains the important message of the מִדְׁ
follows: The act of giving דָקָה  is so powerful that it can even צְׁ
transform [ד׳’s] מִדַת הַדִין, strict judgement, into מִדַת הָרַחֲמִים, mercy. 
This can be seen by the word קִיפָה  which usually has a negative ,הַשְׁ
connotation. In this instance, where we are discussing דָקָה  where ,צְׁ
the people do the וָה וִיִים to the מַעֲשֵר of giving their מִצְׁ  and to the לְׁ
poor, it is transformed into a pleasant word. 
 The תַב סוֹפֵר  asks an interesting question, in the name of his כְׁ
father, the חֲתַם סוֹפֵר. Why does the תּוֹרָה use a negative-sounding 
word by the giving of דָקָה  in the first place, only to explain that it צְׁ
really has a positive meaning by adding the words and bless Your 
people? It would have been much simpler to just use the word הַבִיטָה, 
look, which has no negative overtones at all, from the outset! 
 The תַב סוֹפֵר  answers that being wealthy and having כְׁ
material blessing does not always have a positive influence on a 

person’s life. The more material reward one receives for his deeds in 
 .עוֹלָם הַבָא the less the spiritual reward will remain for him in ,עוֹלָם הַזֶה
Furthermore, wealth can sometimes lead a person to sin. 
Unfortunately, one can forget the source from where his wealth 
originated. The תּוֹרָה itself testifies:  עָט רוּן וַיִבְׁ שֻׁ מַן יְׁ וַיִטֹּש אֱלוֹקַ עָשָהוּ… וַיִשְׁ  
— Jeshurun (רָאֵל רָאֵל) grew fat and rebelled … and it (יִשְׁ  ,ה׳ deserted (יִשְׁ
its maker” (בָרִים ל״ב:ט״ו ךָ  :and ,(דְׁ תָּ וּבָתִּים טֹּבִים … הִשָמֶר לְׁ שָבָעְׁ ֹּאכַל וְׁ פֶן תּ
תָּ. יָשָבְׁ נֶה וְׁ  Take care … lest you eat and be satisfied, and build good — תִּבְׁ
houses and occupy them.  ְבֶה לָך זָהָב יִרְׁ כֶסֶף וְׁ יֻׁן וְׁ בְׁ ךָ יִרְׁ ֹּאנְׁ צ ךָ וְׁ קָרְׁ …וּבְׁ  — and 
your cattle and flocks increase, and you amass silver and gold …  רָם וְׁ
תָּ אֶת ה׳ אֱלֹקֶיךָ שָכַחְׁ בָבֶךָ וְׁ  and your heart becomes haughty and you — לְׁ
forget תָּ  … ה׳ אָמַרְׁ עֹּצֶם יָדִי עָשָה לִי אֶת הַחַיִל הַזֶה… וְׁ כֹּחִי וְׁ  and you say in 
your heart, ‘My own strength and the power of my hands earned me all 
this wealth! (ibid, י״ד, י״ז-ח:י״א ).  
 It is only when a person uses his money and resources for 
the service of ה׳ — through giving דָקָה  ,study תּוֹרָה supporting ,צְׁ
helping the needy, etc. — that his wealth can be a source of true, 
eternal blessing and will forever remain with him in עוֹלָם הַבָא.  
 This, explains the תַב סוֹפֵר  uses the word תּוֹרָה is why the ,כְׁ
קִיפָה  for riches can sometimes be negative. It only turns into a true ;הַשְׁ
רָכָה דָקָה through the giving of בְׁ  then the negative aspects ;מַעֲשֵר and צְׁ
of wealth are transformed into an everlasting reward and the ultimate 
רָכָה  .בְׁ

Adapted from: R' Sonnenfeld on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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